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INTRODUCTION. 



It is not too much to say that, in the following 
pages, a subject is treated of as solemn and im- 
portant as any that can occupy the mind of man. 
The types and prophecies of Old Testament 
Scripture, and the opening out of the one, aud 
the recorded fulfilment of the other in New Tes- 
tament revelation so represent it, and the sin- 
convicted and self -condemned sinner, whose 
"heart" has been "sprinkled from an evil con- Heb. x. 22. 
science," and who has found " peace through the coi. i. 20. 
blood of the cross," gives to such representation 
his glad and grateful endorsement. 

This treatise is intended not only to reach the 
case of those deistical votaries of intellectuality 
who, following in "the way of Cain," avowedly jude 11. 
reject, as did their great proto-master in theology 
before them, all reference to the blood of atonement 
in their dealings with God : it has a further aim ; 

it would, without ceremony, intrude itself on the 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

devout adherents of a rittudistic formalism, which 
would call to the aid of faith, or rather would 
substitute in the stead of the pure actings thereof, 

2 0or.iv.4. the Varied appliances which "the god of this 
world" has ever at hand, to gratify the eye and 
the ear of those who have yet to learn that " God 

John iv. 24. is a Spirit," and that "they who worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth." 

This treatise would, with as little ceremony, 
claim also a hearing from those who would repu- 
diate, equally with the class just alluded to, aught 
of sympathy with the deist or the infidel, but 
whose rationalistic tendencies and spurious all- 
comprehending charity would scorn, as narrow- 
minded bigots, those who would shut up the 

Heb. X. 20. accepted worshipper to the one " new and living 
way, consecrated for us, through the vail," that is 

johnxiv.6. to say, the flesh of Jesus — HimseK '*the way'* 
for guilty and polluted man to enter into the 
presence of a holy and righteous God, so as to 
deal with Him, in communion, as with a 
Father. 

To these two now fully developed sections of 
modem religionists — ^to each of those ranking them- 
selves respectively under the standard, and fully 
imbued with the principles of High and Broad 
Churchism — the following pages (on the warrant of 
God's truth) would direct that word of appalling 
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import, " Thou art weighed in the balaiices, and art Dan. v. 27. 
fomid wanting" 

Yet wider is the range which this publication 
would take; it would enter on a larger circle 
stOl, to challenge &om aU whom it may find 
therein a solemn hearing to its unfolding of the 
blessed and all-important truth with which it 
deals. Armed with the authority which belongs 
to a full and faithful presentation of God's own 
truth, it would fain grapple with that countless 
multitude, steeped in iudifferentism and worldli- 
ness, who, however moral in life, and exemplary 
in deportment, however orthodox their creed, and 
pious their recognition of a God of Nature and of 
Providence, practically live as if blood of infinite 
value had never stained our earth ; to whom, to 
all intents and purposes, the need and efl&cacy 
of that "precious blood" is as little known, andiPetiw, 
by whom it is as little estimated, as by the blas- 
pheming Socinian. 

The poem which precedes the treatise was the 
product of the author's first thoughts on the sub- 
ject set forth in his title-page ; the remarks which 
follow are the result of subsequent close and 
prayerful contact with Scripture, which, in his 
hands, he humbly thinks, has been made copiously 
to minister to the evolving and elucidating of this 
its favourite and most glorious theme. Of the 
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poem it may be remarked, that, sensible as the 
author is of the propriety of presenting to his 
reader in plain prose a subject so weighty and so 
truly matter of fact, he nevertheless cannot with- 
hold his analogy between Light in nature and 
Love in grace, though investing it as he has done 
in poetic garb. The elaboration thereof ministered 
to him too much of intense interest, and was so 
the medium of blessing to his own soul, and of 
confirmation to his own faith in the great doctrine 
which he now aims to magnify and commend to 
others, and has been by so many perused with 
expressed interest and satisfaction, that he scru- 
ples not to give to it the prominence which it 
occupies in the fore-fix)nt of this little work The 
analogy in question he believes to be more than 
the mere creature of his brain. To say that the 
view therein set forth is original (as far as the 
writer is aware of) would be but a poor commen- 
dation of it, if by originality was meant the pro- 
duction of a mere picture of the imagination. If 
legitimately to be stamped with this character, its 
insertion between the title page and the scriptural 
exposition of the subject set forth thereon must 
needs be judged as an unseemly intrusion, \m- 
wisely, in the first instance, introducing into the 
sphere of fanct/ the reader whose judgmeTvt was, 
immediately afterwards, to be summoned to a 
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calm and sober consideration of that which^ in 
the light of Scripture, is proved vitally to concern 
his peace and usefulness here, and his never dying • 
interests hereafter. 

Grod, in eternity past, as yet not manifested in 
any act of creation, is a thought within the grasp 
of the human mind. That God would never have 
come out of His own essential being in any crea- 
tive act, except with a view to the display of His 
glory, in the person of His own divine Son, is a 
position which the author conceives rests firmly 
on the basis of revealed truth. Christ is repre- 
sented as *'the beginning of the creation of God ;" Eev. iii. m. 
"the firstborn of the whole creation;"* all things 
in heaven and earth created by Him, and for 
Him; Himself before all things, and aU things 
by Him consisting; and all this subservient to 
the erection, on this our earth, of a platform, on 
which He was to appear who was "the image 
of the invisible God," on which the titles "^A^ 
Beginning^' and "^Ae Firsthom** were, in the 
sphere of a new creation, again to attach to Him 
in a sense which could alone secure for Him, as 
the God-man, that " pre-eminence " which it was 
the Father's design should belong to Him, and 
that " fulness" which it was the Father's pleasure 
should dwell in Him — " And [let the force of the 

* See Greek in Col. i. 16. 
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connecting particle be noted] He is the Head of 
the body, the Church, the beginning, the firstborn 

CoL i. 15-18. from the dead." 

That glorious presentation to us of the eternal 
Son in Proverbs viii. may be referred to also. 
Possessed by Jehovah in the beginning of His 
way, before His works of old ; set up from ever- 
lasting, or ever the earth was ; by Him " brought 
forth;" with Him "brought up;" His language 
Godward this, " I was daily his delight, rejoicing 
alway before hini:" but a word is recorded, as 
issuing from eternity past (the utterance of the 
same glorious being), manward in its import and 
direction, in loving anticipation of His assumption 
of the nature of that being who was to be made 
in the image of God, and to be redeemed by Him 
after he had lost that image — "Eejoicing in the 
habitable parts of his earth; and my delights 
were with the sons of men," even while as yet 
God '* had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor 
the highest part of the dust of the world." Meet 
anticipatory language this from Him, in whom 

Eph. i. 4. God hath *' chosen us befobe the foundation of 
THE WOELD ;" " Jy wJwm we were predestinated to 
the adoption of children to himself;" according 
to whose purpose and grace in Him bbfokb the 

2 Tim. i. 9. WORLD BEGAN, WO are Said to be "saved and called 
with an holy calling;" who Himself, equally with 
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His Church, is said to have been forehnown or 
foreordained before the foundation of the 
WORLD ! (See Greek in 1 Pet. i. 2, 20.) 

In the view of such Scriptures as these, it may 
legitimately be said that Creation was called into 
being with reference to Eedemption, this planet 
of ours to be selected from all its fellows, to be 
the platform for its accomplishment; on which 
He, who in "the beginning," as the eternal Word, 
"was with God, and was God," was to appear as johnLi. 
the Incarnate Word, to give embodied expression 
to those "thoughts of good and not of evil," Jer.x3dx.ii. 
which from eternity had dwelt in that bosom from 
whence He tells us HimseK He came forth, to "de- 
clare" them to sinners, who, in the foreview of John lis. 
His omniscience, were to be the objects of them. 

If, as has been shown at the council-board, so 
to speak, of the divine Three, plans and purposes 
were, from eternity past, conceived and devised to 
meet the foreseen need of a future ruined world, 
if, as has also been shown, the One who was to 
step forth from that council, to be the great agent 
to eflfectuate what infinite love and wisdom had 
there designed, is represented as giving forth the 
expression of His "delights" with those who were 
to be the subjects of His future redemption, can 
it be considered an undue pressure on the first 
recorded utterance on the stage of creation, to 
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recognize therein an embryo of spiritual truth, to 
be evolved and developed, in due time, in a sphere 
which would carry us far beyond the mere phy- 
sical effects resulting from the words uttered — 
"Let there be Light, and there was Light V 

It was with deep interest that the author, after 
elaborating the analogy in question, on referring 
to Dr. Adam Clarke's commentary on those words 
in the first chapter of St. John's Gospel, "This 
was the true Light," &c., was arrested by a remark 
of an ancient Jewish Eabbi, quoted from a Ger- 
man critic. With those opening words of Isaiah 
Ix. before his mind — '* Arise, shine, for thy light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee," the Eabbi thus paraphrases the first re- 
corded fiat, " Let the Messiah be, and the Messiah 
wasT — a sentiment indicative of the reach of the 
Jewish mind into the embryo character of their 
Scriptures, even before those Scriptures had the 
aid of New Testament revelation to evolve their 
hidden meaning. 

There are only two things which God is said to 
ijoimi.6. j^ «qqjj jg Light— God is Love." It is at- 

lJohniy.l6. 

tempted in the poem to elucidate how, in creation, 
He was both — ^the latter the result of the former. 
In analogy with God's proceedings in nature. 
Light is introduced into the sphere of redemption, 
and Love, as its issue, is made, on the fedl of 
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man, to assume the hitherto unknown garb of 
Mercy. 

May the light of divine truth illumine our 
minds, as it did those of the Emmaus disciples ; 
then, as with them, shall our sadness be turned 
into gladness; and the knowledge of God's love 
toward us will kindle in us a flame of love toward 
Him, causing "our hearts" to "bum within us !" Lukexxiv. 
To aid, in some little measure,, with the Lord's 
help, towards promoting this blessed consumma- 
tion in the reader's experience is the object in 
view in the presentation of these pages to the 
public. 



THE LOVE OF GOD. 

Love God ! tell me how I can love God, 
How love Lifinity, Immensity ! 
As weU might I essay to love a cloud, 
And, with my heart's affections, to embrace 
The vast expanse of ether, as love God ! 
Man's heart cannot entwine itself around 
An essence shrouded so in mystery, 
And reaching far beyond his utmost ken. 
Soul, this is thy complaint ! Most true it is. 
That Love in vain on Fancy's pinions soars. 
Taking o'er abstract Deity its range, 
To find an object suited to itself: 
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But Faith effects what Fancy cannot do, 
Substantial makes what once ethereal seemed ; 
Puts, so to speak, God's attributes in type, 
And makes them, when adjusted, to spell Lote ! 
This type is in a glorious framework set ; 
That framework is incarnate Deity ; 
And there a world this blessed truth may read — 
God, uf THS flesh made maiofest, is Lote. 
Not that He was not Love ere Jesus came ; 
no! in giving Jesus, God was Love ; 
And had a Saviour never trod our earth. 
Yet God had still been Love, for " God is Love." 
E'en just as had the sun ne'er shone on earth. 
Yet God had stiU been Light, for " God is Light. 
Creation's first three days could boast of light. 
Yet spread, all vague and indistinct, o'er space. 
Imparting nought of influence to earth. 
Poured from the hoUow of Jehovah's hand, 
The gathered waters found their ocean-home; 
E'en so, the all-pervading essence, light. 
Must gathered be, to find a fixed abode. 
And now the almighty Architect suspends. 
In the blue vault of heaven, a glorious lamp, 
All- worthy of the hand that placed it there, 
Not more the hand of Power than of Love ; 
For now might Qt)d be said to smile on earth ; 
And, in this smile, life, light, and genial warmth 
First reach the new-bom creature of His hand. 
Which henceforth, gratefully responding, owns 
The magic virtue of this smile of love, • 
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Whicli makes her teem with life and fruitfaliiess. 
"Now Light first meets the varied need of earth ; 
The fourth day's mighty fiat is proclaimed^ 
That it should find a centre in the sun. 
Elaborated there by skill divine, 
Henceforth there issues from one focal point 
"What nature needs of life, and light, and warmth. 

From Nature's wide department turn we now 
To the more vast, more glorious sphere of Grace. 
As light first in the sun a centre found, 
And issued thence in blessing on our world ; 
'Twas even in such wise with Love divine. 
The love which framed and garnished earth for man^ 
Which stamped his Maker's image on his brow. 
And made him lord of all things here below. 
That was a love so pure, it could not brook, 
Aroimd Heaven's infinitely holy throne. 
Angels who had not kept their first estate. 
And thus, when sin had brought its curse on man, 
And left our earth, so glorious once, and fair, 
The only blot upon creation's map — 
Since only in God's presence Love subsists. 
And sin had from that presence banished man — 
Love flies from earth to heaven, awaiting there 
A mightier fiat than creation heard ; 
And, meanwhile, man related stands to love. 
As was earth's bearing toward primeval Hght. 
In all that God had done as yet for man. 
Creative Power had fellowship with Love ; 
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And both in liappy harmony had wrought, 

In making earth for man, and man for earth. 

But these became divorced when Adam fell, 

The justice of a sin-avenging God 

Forbidding that His heart of love should wield 

His arm of power for His creatures' good. 

Ere Love could act where sin its curse had brought, 

It must an aspect wear, a form assume, 

To Adam, while in innocence, unknown — 

Unknown as well to angel as to man. 

Creative love had not developed God ; 

Electing love, which kept heaven's hosts secure, 

"When from among their number some had fallen. 

This love had left God undeveloped too. 

Deep in Jehovah's bosom dormant lay 

The brightest, fairest of His attributes. 

Meect, through ages past, had slumbered there. 

Reserved in foreview of the fall of man. 

It slumbered on, unroused when Satan fell ; 

Its fitting object guilt, yet not of God 

Ordained to meet the rebel angels' need. 

'Twas Eden's fallen pair drew Mercy forth, 

O'erwhelmed with guilty fear and dark despair. 

The first-fruits of the knowledge they had found. 

The sheltering thicket and the apron leaf; 

That to conceal them from God's eye ; and this. 

Their shame to cover from each other's gaze ! 

In Eden man had fellowship with God, 
And each could speak to each, as friend to friend ; 
And holy, happy was their intercourse. 
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Sin enters, and estranges man from God ; 

But God was not estranged from man ; no ! 

The love wluch man in innocence liad proved. 

That was imchanging, everlasting love, 

Designed, in foreview of the fall, to meet 

"Whatever of ruin sin might hring on man ; 

Por soon as Satan's lie had been beHeved, 

And man his Maker's love had madly spumed. 

Eternal purpose meets rejected love, 

Bends back to Eden its receding steps. 

In earth now cursed, on man now fallen, to £nd 

A sphere, an object, where, on whom to act. 

But a new platform sin-stained earth must see. 

Where holy love might manifest itself. 

Eedemption, not Creation, must declare 

The breadth, length, depth, and height of love divine. 

In natur0, Gbd had oped His eye in light ; 

And now, in grace, He opes His heart in love ; 

And o'er a moral chaos such as this. 

The fiat of redeeming Love goes forth — 

'Tis Mercy's message heard by fallen man. 

Ere God expels him from his Eden home — 

WhEBS sin ABOTTITDS, LET GBACE MUCH MOBE ABOTOn)! 

'Twas as the fourth day's fiat in effect ; 

For Love, which once had come dwect from God, 

And no more thm can reach this scene of sin. 

Is made to centre in the woman's seed ; 

Sole reservoir of life and light with God, 

The fountain also of supply to man 

Of what to life and godliness pertains. 
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Nature her glorious orb of light displays, 
With mighty and mysterious force endued 
To keep our planet's orbit in control, 
And bind earth by attraction to the sun. 
And, lo ! exceeding far in glory this, 
A light above the brightness of the sun, 
Pervading all the firmament of grace, 
Dispels the darkness and the death of sin. 
The Sun of Righteousness is risen now, 
"With Gilead's healing balsam in its wings. 
To extract the venom of the serpent's sting. 
Here, as in nature's typal orb, behold 
The " strong man" girded for his daily race. 
The "bridegroom" clad in lustrous robes of light. 
As Israel's high priest on his shoulders bore. 
And o'er his heart the tribal names engraved ; 
And as the ephod, with the breastplate joined, 
"Were each to each indissolubly bound. 
E'en so two forces keep Christ's Church secure, 
The grasp of ^ower and the embrace of love. 

Ocean of love ! whose everflowing tide 
Ko ebbing knows ; unfathomable till 
The finite comprehend the infinite. 
"Wave after wave, throughout time's course, has brought 
Rich freights of mercy and of grace from heaven, 
To meet the need of our sin-stricken world. 
£ut not till all that blood-bought throng shall stand 
Around the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
Has Love its mission to our race fulfilled ; 



INTRODUCTION. Xvii 

When hunger ceases, and all thirst is quenched, 
And every tear is wiped &om every eye, 
And love, enthroned, wears one unclouded smile. 
To bask in which is bliss, eternal bliss ! 

Am I, through grace, the object of such love ? 
Lord, it in rich abundance shed abroad 
Within this heart of mine, that it may be 
The motive to impel, the mainspring which, 
Attached to " body, soul, and spirit," gives 
Due action to their whole machinery. 
With him who proved so wondrously this love. 
Whose soul's deep need could not accept of less 
Than all its '^ breadth, and length, and depth, and 

height"— 
With holy Paul can I of Jesus say, 
'* Who lov^d me, and gave Himself for me"? 
If so, it needs must be that I, as he. 
Know somewhat of this love's constraining power. 
Did that deserve the name of love which found 
Expression o'er the grave of Jonathan ? 
Then let me take the harp from David's hand. 
To sing the greater love of David's Son — 
" Thy love to me was wonderful," Lord ; 
" Passing the love of women" was Thy love ! 
When conflict ceases, and the crown is won, 
Such love as this will be the endless theme 
Of white-robed saints who stand around the throne, 
With harps of gold and palms of victory. 
While yet upon the battle-field of life, 
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With sword and shield, instead of palm, in hand, 

I fain would antedate this song below. 

And learn the key-note qf this anthem here ; 

I fain would swell the music of that choir, 

"Who, taught by him who lay on Jesus' breast. 

Among the twelve pre-eminently loved, 

Sound forth the praise of Him who lov^d them. 

And washed them from their sins in His own blood. 

And who, loved with an everlasting love. 

And by His loving-kindness drawn, can say — 

We love Thee, Loed, because Thou fibst lovedst us ! 



The following weighty words of that true Christian 
philosopher, Hugh Miller, happened to arrest the 
author's attention as he was in the act of sending his 
manuscript to the publisher. They so forcibly express 
the all-important truth intended to be conveyed in the 
above poem, that he cannot abstain from appending 
them in a note. Alluding to the period of what he 
considers his real conversion to God, Hugh Miller 
remarks: "I was led to see at that time that my 
theological system had previously wanted a central 
object to which the heart could attach itself, and that 
the true centre of an efficient Christianity is, as the 
name ought of itself to import, the Wokd made flesh. 
Around this central sun of the Christian system — 
appreciated, however, not as a doctrine which is mere 
abstraction, but as a divine person — so truly man, that 
the affections of the human heart can lay hold upon 
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Him, and so truly God, that the mind, through faith, 
can at all times be brought into contact with Him, all 
that is truly religious takes its place in a subsidiary 
and subordinate relation. I say subsidiary and sub- 
ordinate, because the divine Man is the great attractive 
centre, the sole gravitating point of a system which 
owes to Him all its coherency, and which would be 
but a chaos were He away. It seems to be the exist- 
ence of the human nature in this central and para- 
mount object that imparts to Christianity, in its 
subjective character, its peculiar power of influencing 
and controlling the human mind. There may be men 
who, through a peculiar idiosyncracy of constitution, 
are capable of loving, after a sort, a mere abstract 
Gody unseen and inconceivable, though, as shown by 
the air of sickly sentimentality which almost all that 
has been said and written upon the subject wears, the 
feeling in its true form must be rare and exceptional 
indeed. In all my experience of men, I never knew 
a jgenuine instance of it. The love of an abstract God 
seems to be as little natural to the ordinary human 
constitution as the love of an abstract lunar planet." — 
{JExtr acted from "Lives made Sublime." Article, 
^^ Hugh Miller J the Christian Geologist,^^ page 82.) 
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The love of God to man ! the love of man to God ! 

How little understood in nature or extent the 

former; consequently, how little realized in the 

heart's happy experience the latter, this being but 

the reflex of that! "We love him, because he uohniv.w. 

first loved us." To "perceive" the one, to be iJno.iii.i6. 

animated by the other, man must be indwelt by 

the Spirit of God. "The love of God is shed Bom. v. s. 

abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is 

given imto us." Let us note the terms of the 

apostolic salutation. "The love of God" is made 2co.xiii.14. 

to stand between "the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ" and "the communion of the Holy Ghost." 

The heart and mind must be brought under the 

enlightening and Christ-glorifying influences of 

the Spirit, ere God's love is seen to find its true, 

its full exponent in " the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ." 

God was, as He ever wiU be, what He is — 
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Love. The intervention of Christ, in His work 
of redemption, did not make Him so: this was 
the effect, not the cause thereof. It was God's 

johnm.i6. love that gave Jesus, and gave Him to open a 
channel of holiness and rigliteousTtess through 
which it might reach our sin^tricken world, to 
meet the deep need of its guilty and polluted 
inhabitants. 

In the light of God's mind, clearly intimated, 
as here set forth, can be discerned the foundation 
of sand, on which rests that goodly fabric, which 
man in his wisdom has reared into a temple, in 
which to present the tribute of love to a God of 
nature and a God of promdence, while ignorant of 

2 Cor. i. 8. Him as " the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

iPet^i. s. Christ." The worship of this temple is that of 
the enlightened age in which we live; it is the 
universal homage to God of religious man, outside 
of that despised circle, which encloses within its 
sacred precincts only those who own, as the sole 

Eph.iii. 19. coustraiuing motive to a loving obedience, "the 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge," who 
recognize no other love in God to man, as capable 
of begetting legitimate love in man to God, save 

Eom.Tiii.39. "the lovc of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." 

Ooi.n.r8. ITie worship of this temple is "will worship," 
and meets its merited check and rebuke from the 
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lips of God himself — "Who hath required this ati8aiahi.i2. 
your hand?" It may read its real character in 
the words of Him who "spake as never man 
spake." "That which is highly esteemed among Lukexvi. is. 
men is abomination in the sight of God." It 
bears the brand of the rejected offering of Cain, 
as wanting that whereby his brother "offered a 
more excellent sacrifice than he;" it lacked the 
blood by which Abel, through believing appre- 
hension of the bruised heel of the first promise, 
pointed, in the victim which he presented before 
the Lord, to " the Lamb slain from the foundation Rer. xm. 8. 
of the world." 

Viewed in the light of man's latitvdinaiHan 
ideas of God and his worship, which meet us 
almost at every point, it is a thought most solemn, 
that the first recorded manifestation of God's 
wrath, outside of Eden, had religiovs man for its 
object; and that the first act of fallen man 
meeting with rejection by God was a religious 
act — no idolatrous act, but one of homage to, and 
worship of, Jehovah — " Cain brought of the fruit 
of the ground an offering unto the Lord." We 
have no reason to discern insincerity or hypocrisy 
here: Cain's sin consisted in this, that, as a 
worshipper, he took his stand in the second chap- 
ter of Genesis, abnegating the statvs in which the 
sad events of the third chapter had placed him. 
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as a guilty creature in the presence of his Creator, 
as also the attitude of grace and mercy in which 
the Creator had presented Himself to him. The 
ofiering of Cain had involved more of toilsome 
labour, in the sweat of his brow, than that of his 
shepherd brother : it was costly in his sight ; and 
his error was, that he thought it therefore must 
needs be so in God's sight too. Have we not 
these two brothers, with their bearing respectively 
towards God, and that of God toward them, re- 
produced and objected to our view by our Lord, 

Lukerviii. in the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican ? 
Cain was absorbed in the thought of what he 
could bring out of the earth to God, Abel, in the 
sacrifice of innocent life, manifestly was taken up 
with the adoring contemplation of the substi- 
tutional provision which God had bound Himself, 
by promise, to send froni heaven to man. If, in 
the picture held up to us in the temple, we can 
discern the thank-offering of Cain in the Pharisee, 
with equal clearness we may discover the offerer 

Sec Greek <n of blood in the publicau — "God be propitiated to 

loco, 

me the smner. The quadrupled "7" of the one 
is to be contrasted with the single breathing of 
the name of ** God " from the prostrated soul of 
the other. In the Pharisee's conceit, he was the 
giver, God the receiver; with the publican, God 
must be the giver, and he the recipient, and the 
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gift apprehended to be such as would meet the 
demands of God's outraged justice, and, at the 
same time, supply the need and pacify the con- 
science of a self-condemned sinner. 
' "God, I thank thee I am not as other men," 
&c., was language which expressed not more the 
mind of the sincere, but self-righteous, and there- 
fore rejected Pharisee, than it did that of the 
equally sincere, self-righteous, and rejected Cain. 

How solemn thus the subject with which the 
Spirit of God would arrest the attention of man 
on the very threshold of the history of our guilty 
race ! What a weight of oppressive sadness is 
brought on the Christian's heart, when he reflects 
on the numbers around him, of whom, as regards 
their religious statics, it may be said, in language 
strong indeed, but expressing no more than the 
mind of God about them, that they are going 
religiously to hell, "in the way of Cain," their Judeii. 
back turned on an atoning Saviour, worshippers, 
with Cain and the Pharisee, in the same temple, 
at the same altar, and presenting like incense. 

The incense of this temple permeates and per- 
fumes the atmosphere around, but its circling 
fumes bedim not the eye of faith, which (as 
clearly as Judah's captive prophet deciphered the 
doom of Babylon in Belshazzar's haU) can discern, 
written on its temple's walls, the indignant, bum- 
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iDg words of Tepadiation — " Bring no more vain 
oblations ; incense is an abomination to me." 
that the infatuated offerer could be brought to 
reflect, that the absence firom before the door of 
his temple of "the brazen altar" with aU the 
solemn transactions of its bloody ceremonies, 
places him at his boasted "golden altar'* in direct 
antagonism to Jehovah, whose ordinance it was, 
that the " burnt ofiering'* should be an indispen- 
sable concomitant of that "perpetual incense" 

Ex.xxix.88, which was to go up with acceptance "before 
7,8. ' Him." that he paused to read his guUt and 
danger in the conduct and fate of him who pre- 
simied to tamper with any of the component 
spices of the costly perfume, "the sweet incense" 
of Israel's golden altar, which was declared to be 
"holy unto Israel," "pure and holy," "most holy," 

Ex. XXX. 82, "holy for the Lord." "As for the perfume which 

85-38 

thou shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves 
according to the composition thereof; whosoever 
shaU make like unto that to smeU thereto, shall 

Ex. XXX. 9. even be cut off from his people." "Ye shall 
offer no strange incense," was a command, the 
infraction of which brought immediate wrath and 

Lev. X. 1-8. ruin on Nadab and Abihu. Even though the 
"sweet incense," in its composition, should fully 
meet the requirements of the Lord, containing 
neither more nor less than the prescribed pro- 
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portions of " stacte, and onycha, and gcUbanum, Ex. m. 34, 

. 85. 

with pure frankincense, a confection tempered 
together after the art of the apothecary;" yet in 
a most striking manner is our attention challenged 
to an all-important injimction, the least deviation 
from which would exclude this " confection" from 
the service of the sanctuary, placing "flies ofEode8.x.i. 
death [margin] in the ointment of the apothe- 
cary," causing it "to send forth a stinking savour," 
instead of an accepted " perfume." Observe how 
the Spirit of God ushers in this subject to our 
notice; mark His most significant preface to the 
recorded ordinances of the great day of atone- 
ment — "The Lord spake unto Moses after theJjev.xvi.!. 
death of the tivo sans of Aaron, when they offered 
he/are the Lord, and dkd"-^ reference to this 
event, which embodies in it a truth, by way of 
solemn caution, to which the psalmist afterwards 
gives this inspired expression, "God is greatly to pg.ixxxix.7. 
be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be 
had in reverence of all them that are about him." 
With a censer full of burning coals /row off the 
altar before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet 
incense, beaten small, Aaron was to enter within 
the vail; he was then to put the incense on the 
fire before the Lord ; and the issue of this act of 
Israel's high priest, as regarded himself, was, that 
" the cloud of the incense might cover the mercy- Lev. xvi. 
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seat, that he die not;" and, as concerned the 
people, that, as by the offerings of the brazen 
altar, satisfaction had been made for what had 
been displeasing to God, so, by the transactions 
of the golden altar, what they did according to 
prescribed rule might meet with divine accept- 
ance — acquitted from guilt by the bloodshedding 
at the one, accepted in service in the ascending 
smoke from the other. But woe betide the offerer, 
whether, as here, on the day of atonement, or in 
the daily presentation of the "perpetual incense," 
who presumed to generate that smoke with other 
fire than that which had been consecrated to the 
uses of the brazen altar ! 
Num. xvi. Presumption such as this we see in Korah and 
his party. Very observable is the contrast between 
their mode of dealing with the incense and that 
prescribed to Moses and Aaron. Korah's party 
took every man his censer, and put fire in them, 
and laid incense thereon. But when "the plague" 
is said to have begun, and wrath to have gone 
out from the Lord, the commandment to Aaron 
was, " Take a censer, and put fire therein from off 
the altar, and go quickly unto the congregation, 
and make atonement for them;" and, conforming 
to God's ordinance, Israel's high priest "stood 
between the dead and the living, and the plague 
was stayed." Of the censers of "the two himdred 
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and fifty men that offered incense," " broad plates 
for a covering of the altar" were made, "to be a 
memorial unto the children of Israel, that no 
stranger, which is not of the seed of Aaron, come 
near to offer incense before the Lord ; that he be 
not as Korah and his company." 

There is "a holy priesthood" now; yea, ''a royal i Pet. 
priesthood," who, "loved" and "washed" in atoning 
blood, have been made "kings and priests imto Rev. i. 5, e. 
God." On every side there are the "sons of Levi" 
too, of whom, in their religions aspect, it may be 
truly said, "Ye take too much upon you." Let 
the significant brazen memorial of the covered 
altar convey a word of needed warning and 
instruction to such. We read that "Moses was 
very wroth, and said unto the Lord, Eespect not 
thou their offering." How overwhelming the con- 
viction which forces itself upon the enlightened 
Christian, that Moses, in wrath, still speaks out, 
in the thimders of the unsatisfied law, the same 
invocation of vengeance, alas! alike applicable 
now, as of old, to the religious acts of religious 
men of the present day. 

Solemn, very solemn the thought, that identical 
in principle is the offering of these "sinners 
against their own souls," with that of hiTn who 
would act on the vain conceit of having dealings 
with a God of love, and a God of love having 
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dealings with him, except as he regards Him in 
Jesus, or is regarded by Him in Jesus, on the 
ground of his atoning sacrifice. May these re- 
ferences to Old Testament Scripture be brought 
under serious consideration, in the light of that 
awful passage in New Testament revelation — 

Hob. X. 29. "He that despised Moses' law died without mercy 
under two or three witnesses : of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?" 
The Holy Ghost, by the pen of the disciple of 
love, has challenged our attention not so much to 
the love of God as to the Toanner of that love. 
"Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us," &c. Love, in this passage, is 
made to issue in sonship and heirship. It will 
not have told out its whole tale of wonders; it 
will not have made exhibition of its full provision 
for man, imtU it shall have invested him with the 
inheritance to which, as an heir of God and a 
joint heir with Christ, he has been bom. Having 
given the Son, " that we might receive the adop- 
tion of sons," " God sends forth the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father," telling 

GaLiT.i-7. us that "wc are no more servants, but sons; and 
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if sons, then heirs of God through Christ." WhUe 
God's call of us as sons meets with no recognition 
from "the world, which knoweth us not because 
it knew him not," that call finds an echoing 
response in our hearts, and, realizing the relation- 
ship in which the love of God has placed us to a 
God of love, we can predicate, without presump- 
tion, of our present status before Him. ''Now are 
we the sons of God;" and in this assured fact we 
find a firm footing, on which we may take our 
stand, and thence survey the "eternal glory" to 
which " the God of all grace" has called us in the 
call of sonship. "It doth not yet appear what ^•^^^"^•i» 
we shall be; but we know that, when he shall tio. 
appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is." Each of these sons and heirs, as he 
looks backward by faith to what Christ has done, 
and reaches forward by hope to what is yet to be 
done in him and for him, (experiencing "the work i».xnii.i7. 
of righteousness" to be "peace," and "the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever,") 
may sit, as did David, before the Lord, in an atti- 
tude of calm repose; and with him admiringly 
exclaim, " Who am I, O Lord God, and what is ^ ,^* ^* 
my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? 
And this was yet a small thing, O Lord God, in 
thy sight" — to call me thy son — "but thou hast 
spoken also of thy servant's house for a great 
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while to come;" thou hast made me an heir of 
coming glory ; " and is this the Tnanner of man, 

iaa.lv. 8. Lord God?" no! "My ways are not your 
ways, neither are my thoughts your thoughts, saith 

jer.xxiK.li. the Lord." "I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
give you an expected end" — the expected end of 
the consummation of grace given in glory promised. 
Mark how the same apostle awards a like issue 
to this love, acting for us and in us, illustrating 
its manner^ by giving special prominence to the 
element of atonement, as the exponent thereof: 
"Unto him that loved us and washed us from 

Bev. i. 6. our sius in his own blood," &c. Let us hear him 
again in his epistle: "Hereby perceive we the 

ijohniii.i6. lovc,* BECAUSE he laid down his life for us." Again, 
" In this was manifested the love of God toward 
us, because that God sent his only begotten Son, 
that we might live through him." Let us not 
overlook a notable check and caution in the next 
verse: "Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 

1 John iv. 9, PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS." The Spirit of God, 
knowing the tendency of man's self-righteous 
heart to deduce not only love from God, but life 
from Christ (if, indeed, in his pride, he lets Christ 

♦ Let the emphasis here be noted — " The love" — "God" 
is not in the original 
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at all into the matter), without the humiliating 
necessity of atonement, as the glorifier of Jesus, 
dictated, in the latter verse, an exposition of the 
manner of the love which, through a propitiatory 
sacrifice, gave the life set forth in the former. 
Then follows that wondrous " so," which seems to 
be but an echo of the same monosyllable recorded 
by John, as proceeding from the lips of Him out 
of whose bosom he was privileged to draw such 
deep lessons of this love. 

Let us for a moment look at the passage alluded 
to — "God so loved the world." How ? God's own joimiii. le. 
measure of it is to be found in the immediately 
preceding context — ^not in the fact of Jesus being, 
as admitted by Nicodemus, a " Teacher sent from 
God," to teach the way to God ; but, as expounded 
by Himself, as such Teacher, to be an atoning 
victim, and Himself *'the way^' — a "new and^o^^^-^- 

^ Heb. X. 20. 

living way, consecrated for us, through the vail, 
that is to say, his flesh." In the anti-type of the 
brazen serpent, in the expiring agonies of the 
uplifted Son of man, faith finds the full and just 
estimate of the measure and the manner of the 
love of God to a sinftd world. 

Let us further listen to John, as the recorder of 
other words of Jesus, which fully bear out this 
most precious truth — ^"I am come," says Jesus, 
"that they might have life." If life is to be the 

c 
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portion of the sheep, then, as a condition pre- 

john X. 10, cedent, death must be that of the Shepherd. "The 
' ' * good Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." The 
"eternal life" which He gives to them is life tdken 
up out of death. " I am he that liveth and was 
dead, and, behold ! I am alive for evermore," is 
the language of Him who, in the immediately 

Bev. i. 6, 18. preceding context, is said to have "washed us 
from our sins in his own blood," and who there- 
fore rightfully holds " the keys of the grave and 
of death." Let us add another to these words of 
love recorded by the same loved and loving John : 

John XV. 13. ** Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his frienda!^ 

Let the no less loving heart of Paul now find 
utterance, and, in a most striking contrast to this* 
sentiment of Jesus, bring out, in all its fulness 
and blessedness, the truth under consideration. 

Rom. V. 6, 8, "God commendcth his love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners^' — *' ungodly'' — "e?ie- 
mt«5" — "Christ died for us." And when he would 

2 Cor. V. 14, supply "the love of Christ" as the constraining 
principle, the impelling motive of our every action, 
it is in immediate connection with the assertion 
of his dying for us; and twice in another epistle 
we have the love of Christ to His Church proved 

Eph.v.2,35. and manifested by His giving Himself for U, 

In the estimation of the great apostle, the 
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" mercy" must be "rich,* and the "love" must be 
"great," which issues in our identification with 
Jesus, in his death, resurrection, and glorification. 
As not only 'power, but more, the greatness of 
power, yea, more still, the exceeding greatness of 
power must be put forth by God to work in us 
that faith which constitutes us members of the 
body of which the risen Christ is the Head; so Eph.i.19,20. 
not grace only, nor even the riches of grace, but the 
exceeding riches of grace must be shewn, ere, by this 
union with the glorified One, carried through death 
and resurrection with Him, we are "made to sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ;" and 
the procuring cause of the bestowal of aU this 
marvellous grace and glory is said to be — " His Eph. u. 4-7. 

KINDNESS TOWAED US, THEOUGH CHRIST JeSUS." 

Paul more than merely enunciated the truth 

under consideration, for the instruction of others ; 

it was the element in which he spiritually lived 

and moved and had his being; it was the very 

cUiment which nourished his own souL " The life oai. u. 20. 

which I live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 

Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 

ME." With the death of Christ, His resurrection 

and intercession fully before his mind, " the love 

of Christ," or, as it is immediately explained, " the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord," 

as a divine loadstone, brings him within its un- 

e'2 
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controllable attraction; and nought within the 
wide range of creation can be found of counter- 
acting power strong enough to detach him from 
the attracting object — tribulation, distress, perse- 
cution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword, death, life, 
angels, principalities, powers, things present, things 
to come, heights, depths, — any other creature! 

Eom. Till. " In all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us" — so loved us as to 
procure for us no condemnation, and secure for us 
no separation. 

I have reserved for fuller comment on this part 
of my subject a word of Jesus, containing, it 
appears to me, a deep, rich vein of truth and 
instruction, very helpful towards the elucidation 
of the position in hand ; viz., that alone through 
the sacrifice of Calvary can the love of God reach 
sinful man, so that he should be the blessed 
ohject therieof, or the happy svibject of a love 

johnx. 17. responding thereto: "Therefore doth my Father 

LOVE me, because I LAY DOWN MY LIFE, THAT I 

MAY TAKE IT AGAIN." In how marvcUous a manner 
are love and atonement here brought into juxta- 
position! Jesus, in foreview of His incarnation, 
was the elect of God, in whom His soul delighted 

laa. xiii. L — " daily his delight, rejoicing always before Him" 
— ^while He himself, in the same foreview, had 

prov.viu.3o, His "delights with the sons of men;" and when 
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He did assume our nature, and was "Immanuel, ^i *-J^» 

' ' Greek. 

God with US," He is noted down, by the pen of 
inspiration, as the Son of His Father's love, as pre- 
eminently " the Beloved." If such from eternity Eph. i. e. 
were the outgoings of a love that was infinite 
toward the person of the Son of Grod, wherein 
lies the force of the causal particle which ushers 
in our Lord's declaration of His Father's love to 
Him, because of the voluntary surrender of Him- 
self to His avenging justice ? — " Therefore doth 
my Father love me." 

One of those very few words which are vouch- 
safed to us respecting the mysterious childhood of 
Jesus may help to throw light on this point. As 
He "increased in stature," we may easily con- 
ceive how He increased, as it is said He did, "in 
favour with man;" but it is also stated that He 
increased ^Hn favour with Godr Previous to the Luke iL 62. 
sixth day of creation, of all that had been made 
it was said that " God saw that it was good ;" but 
when "the first Adam" was created a full-grown 
man, wholly and at once furnished with all that 
was necessary to fulfil the divine purpose con- 
cerning him, and when he stood forth on the 
platform of creation, reflecting his Maker's image 
on all that was around him, there came forth a 
development of glory, in this the grandest speci- 
men of the handiwork of God, which drew forth 



K 
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from Him a manifestation, as yet unknown, of 
His complacency and satisfaction. The word 
"behold" now challenges our attention to the 
fact, that all that before had l?een seen as ^* good*' 
was now, in the divine estimation, regarded as 
*^very good" 

Let us shift the scene from creation to redemp- 
tion, and fix our adoring contemplation on "the 
iTim^iie^^^ Adam" — the great "mystery of godliness, 
God manifested in the flesh." 

" Home of the Christ-child of Nazareth, 
Let our thoughts within thee dwell ; 
There where, shrouded in man's weakness, 
Dwelleth light ineffable." 

Then, beginning with "that holy thing," an 
embryo in the virgin's womb, then a babe in 
Bethlehem's manger, then, 

"As the mystery advanceth 
Of this wondrous mystery," 



behold Him 



i< 



Cradled by a human mother. 

Though with grace divine imprest, 

Pla3ring, with soft, aimless touches, 
On her cheek and on her breast. 
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"Joyfully she clothes and feeds Him, 
. And she trains Him day by day, 
Till the beautiful child Jesus 
Has at last been taught to pray. 

" Humbly were the small hands folded. 
Bended was the golden head; 
But Qtod only, in the heavens. 
Understood the prayer He said ; 

" For of all the cries and pleadings 
That have yet ascended there, 
None has ever come before Him 
Mighty as that infant's prayer. 

" 'Twas the highest act of homage 
That the world has ever shewn, 
And the purest pulse of worship 
That man's heart has ever known." 

It may well be comprehended that, with the 
increasing stature of the "holy child Jesus," the 
concomitant gradual development of this unvary- 
ing bent and tendency of his young heart's de- 
votional affections Godivard brought down into 
His human soul ever fresh and increasing mani- 
festations of His Father^s love; and equally so, 
if we regard His bearing manward, through the 
glimpse which we get of Him at the age of 
twelve years: 
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"Meek, submissive, and obedient, 
And with simple, winning grace, 
In the peasant home of Joseph, 
Filling all a child's true place." 

"Filled with wisdom," yet He "increased in 
Luke ii. 40, wisdom," and "the grace of God was upon Him;" 

52. 

the prayerful, devout student of Scripture, to 
which, in His after ministry, He loved to refer, as 
to a touchstone, His every word and act, submit- 
ting His himian intellect to the teaching of His 
own Spirit; conscious that He was about His 
Father's business, while exhibiting the docility 
and rightful inquisitiveness of childhood, and in 
accord with what He afterwards said to the 

Matt, xxiii. multitude and His disciples — " The scribes and 
the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: all therefore 
whatsoever they bid you obsen^e, that observe 
and do," we may behold Him, at the age of 
twelve years, in the midst of the doctors of the 
temple, so attentively " hearing," and so teachdbly 
"asking them questions," that all were "aston- 
ished" at the expansion and penetration of His 
understanding, and the aptness and intelligence 
of His answers ; subject at the same time to His 
earthly parents, while reaUzing His responsibiHty 
to subordinate this subjection to His heavenly 

Liii e ii. 42- Father s glory — " Wist ye not that I must be 

4U 

about my Father's business?" 
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The curtain here falls, and it is not for man 
to lift up the vail which has been thrown over 
the period which intervenes until " Jesus himself 
began to be about thirty years of age." We may 
be well assured, however, that these eighteen 
years witnessed the merging of the loveliness of 
such a childhood in the growing development, at 
a maturer age, of all the graces with which it was 
possible for the Holy Ghost, imparted without 
measure, to adorn a human nature, which had 
never been tainted with sin, nor possessed the 
capability of sinning ; and equally certain we may 
be, that during this period, the entire subjection 
of His human will to the will of His Father not 
only made tolerable to Him, but acceptable to 
His judgment and His heart, the withholding 
from Him of all authority to give to the burning 
love and missionary zeal of His yearning soul 
aggressive action on the sin, spiritual death, 
darkness, and desolation which must have daily 
oppressed Him. Wonder of wonders, to our finite 
comprehension (if we except the wonder of the 
incarnation itself), that thirty years out of a little 
more than thirty-three of the life of such a being, 
assumed by Him for such a purpose, should have 
been passed in the obscurity, loneliness, and in- 
action (as far as public nxinistry was concerned) 
of the peasant homestead of Nazareth ! But here 
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the garden of the human soul of Jesus was under 
the cultivating hand of the heavenly Husband- 
man; here, in the mountain district of Galilee, 

isa. liu. 2. He was growing up as " a tender plant, and as a 
root out of a dry ground," before the Lord, though 
withdrawn from public observation; here, as in 
His own lovely parable of the Vine and the 
tranches, what was at first *' fruity* must become, 
under the process of pruning, ''morefruUr to 

John XT., eventuate ultimately in *'much fruits He was 
a man of faith and a man of prayer, and, acknow- 
ledging and testing, as He afterwards did in His 
pubKc ministry, the anointing power of the Holy 
Ghost to qualify, sustain, and carry Him through 
to the end (to accommodate to our subject a 
simile from Scripture, and apply language be- 
longing to the Bride to the great Bridegroom 
Himself), we can well conceive that in His own 
experience, during this period of retirement and 
of discipline, in answer to His prayer of faith, 

Can.iv.i6. the "uorth wind" did "awake," the "south wind" 
"come," the Spirit's influences did "blow upon" 
His "garden," causing the spices thereof to "flow 
out." "Let my beloved come into his garden, 
and eat his pleasant fruits," is a challenge on 
which the Bride, so often faithless to her beloved, 
could not at all times venture; but this is lan- 
guage expressive of the normal bearing of the 
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soul of the Beloved Himself toward Him whose 
formative hand we have been considering as upon 
Him; the constant outgoing ef whose love and 
favour toward Him we may gather from those 
responsive words — alas ! how partially, and with 
such broken and frequent intervals, applicable to 
the Church, but at all times, and to the fallest 
extent, belonging to the human experience of 
Him who is its glorious Head! — "I am come oan. v. i. 
into my garden ; I have gathered my myrrh with 
my spice ; I have eaten my honeycomb with my 
honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk." 

The Husbandman, whom we hear so patheticaUy 
mourning over His fruitless vineyard of old, met isa. v. 
with no disappointment in this "Plant of renown," Ezek-xxxiv. 
which He was rearing and maturing for Himself; 
it ever rewarded, with an abimdant yield, all His 
outlay of training and fostering care ; and, as His 
hand gathered fresh fruit, we may well understand 
that He, whose words were, " Herein is my Father Johnxr. 8. 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 
my disciples," as the God-man, ** increased in favour 
with Godj' while, as His eternal Son, He was, as 
we have seen, the object of a love which was 
infinite, and therefore incapable of increase. 

The first recorded word of the "!N'azarene"Matt.ii.23. 
which directs our attention to Him, outside of His 
Galilean home, brings unmistakably to view, as 
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the result of the lengthened discipline He had 
experienced therein, a matured spirit of depend- 
ence on His Father, and obedient submission to 
His will, which well qualified Him now to stand 
forth on the platform of public action, not more 
as the declared Son than as in the realized character 
which prophecy had awarded to Him of the obe- 
dient servant. To the meekly objecting Baptist 

Matt. iii. 15. we hear " Jesus answering," " Suffer it to be so 
now : for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous- 
ness." Wondrous " i^5." Not more was it incum- 
bent on John to fulfil his commission, than on 

John iii. 30. Jesus to dischargc His — John as one that "must 
decrease," Jesus as one that " must increase." He, 
whom we have seen to increase in wisdom and 
stature, is now to "increase" in service, and, as 
He did before, "in favour" with Him whom he 
served. 

It is here worthy of remark, that one of the 
strongest expressions which the Scripture suppKes 
of the outgoing of God's love from eternity to- 
wards the person of His Son, stands between the 
contemplation of Him as a "servant" and that 
descent of the Spirit which was to qualify Him 

i8a.xiii.i. for and instal Him in His service. '* Behold my 
servant, in whom my soul delighteth ; / have put 
my Spirit upon him!* 

At the commencement, then, of His pubKc 
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ministry, and when Satan was about to experience 
the first pressure of His " heel," we see Him, as 
the servant anointed by the descending Spirit, 
stepping out of Jordan with this endorsement — 
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well Matt. iu. m. 
pleased ;" and, " when the time was come that He 
should be received up," and He was about "stead- 
fastly" to "set His face to go to Jerusalem," for 
the last time. He receives, on the mount of trans- 
figuration, a renewal of the testimony of Jordan, 
and this at the very moment when Moses and 
Elias were speaking of " the decease which He Luke ix. so, 

81 fil 

should accomplish at Jerusalem," in fulfilment of * 
those typical shadows and those prophecies, the 
economy of which they may be said to have 
respectively represented. 

As Jesus at His baptism had been declared the 
especial object of His Father's love, when con- 
fronting in prospect the stern requirements of the 
holy law, and, with loyal heart, nerving Himself 
to the ftdfilment of "all righteousness;" and as 
that love, shed abroad in His heart by the de-Rom.v.5. 
scending Spirit, was the impelling motive which 
drove Him into and carried Him through His 
sphere of active service, so now that, with stead- 
fast face. He was about to enter upon its passive 
phase, and to confront the suffering with which it 
was to close, a second declaration of that love, in 
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"a voice to him from the excellent glory," is 
vouchsafed, to cheer Him on His onward rugged 
path to Calvary; and, as that voice yet lingered 
on His ear, "as he came down from the moun- 
tain," we hear Him recurring to the theme of His 
two glorified attendants, pointing forward to the 
event which was to give to His Father's voice of 
complacent love a full bodied tone of melody 
which it had never carried with it before — He 

Mark ix. 12. told His three companions, " how it was written 
of the Son of man, that he must suffer, and be set 
at naught." 

The foregoing remarks may enable us now to 
enter, with some intelligence, into the force of the 
pregnant 'therefore'* of the passage which has 
given rise to them — "Therefore doth my Father 
love me," &c. At the death of Christ, which was 
to issue in a life taken up out of death, to be the 
resurrection life of His Church united to Him, 
the favour of God, which we have seen, in an 
increasing degree, attendant on the gradual de- 
velopment of His whole course of obedience, 
from the cradle hitherto, may be considered as 
reaching its culminating point when He became 
"obedient unto death, even the death of the 

Phii.ii.8. cross." Hitherto, "though He were a Son," yet, 
"as a Son that serveth," He had been learning 
"obedience by the things which he suffered :" the 
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prescribed lesson was here fully learnt; the cup 
of Gethsemane had brought out the entire sub- 
jection of His human will to that of His Father, 
and had proved that He could now bear the test 
of Calvary. At the cost of "prayers and suppli-Heb.v. 7-9. 
cations with strong crying and tears," He was at 
length "made perfect." He had told out, before 
the eye of infinite holiness, and at the feet of 
outraged justice, in His "precious blood," the 
full price of the ransom of souls; and, as the 
consummating act of His unbroken career of 
obedience, He had bowed His head, imder the 
pressure of avenging wrath, in all that spirit of 
a servant which is implied in His words — ^'^ This John x. is. 
cominandrruTU have I received of my Father." 
Other words of His also imply the resporise of 
love from His heart to that love which His faith, 
penetrating through the dark cloud which veiled 
the simshine of His Father's countenance, could 
discern, even on the cross, in such rich abundance 
in His Father's heart toward Him — "That the JoimxiT.si. 
world may know that / love the Father; and as 
the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. 
Arise, let us go hence." This was the language 
of Jesus, when about to leave the guest-chamber, 
" He went forth with his disciples over the brook 
Cedron .... knowing all things which should 
come upon Him." Thus the words, "Tjf ye love me, 
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keep my cammandmeTits" convey an injunction, in 
which He demanded no more firom the hearts of 
EUs disciples than, as He apprises ns. His Father 

John XT. 10. had received from His own. "If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in my love ; evbn 
AS I have kept my Father's commandments, and 
abide in his love" — wondrous farewell words of 
Jesus, which, in marvellous grace, afi^ on their 
poor imperfect efforts lovingly to obey Him the 
same stamp of His Father's complacent love 
which His own infinitely perfect obedience bore, 
even as He puts the impress of the Father's love 
to Him on the love borne by His Father Himself 

johnxnL toward them. Those words, "Thou hast loved 

23. ' 

them AS thou hast loved me;" and those other 
John XT. 9. words, spokcu by Him to His disciples, ''As the 
Father hath loved me, so have I loved you," taken 
together, present to our faith the love of the Father 
to the Son, as at once the gauge or standard of the 
love of the one and of the other to us. 

'' Hast thou sounded the depth of yonder sea. 
And counted the sands that under it be ? 
Hast thou measured the height of heaven above ? 
Then mayst thou mete out a mother's love. 
There are teachings on earth, in sky, and air ; 
The heavens the glory of God declare ; 
But more loud than the voice beneath, above. 
He is heard to speak through a mother's love." 
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"Can a woman forget her sucking child, that iia. xiix. w. 
she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb?" is a challenge which directs our search 
through the whole range of human affectionsj to 
receive no check till we find ourselves before the 
judgment-seat of Solomon, where, by the side of 
" the woman whose the living child was," we can i Kings iii. 
select, out of all the varied manifestations of 
earthly love, that which among them all knows 
the greatest intensity of yearning; then, con- 
fronted, in regal presence, also with that other 
woman who, in "the great famine in Samaria," 
avowed that she had boiled her son, and did eat a Kingi t1. 

38 39 

him, and within hearing also of the bitter lament 
of captive Judah's mourning prophet — "The !-»«•*▼. w. 
hands of the pitiful women have sodden their 
own children: they were their meat in the de- 
struction of the daughter of my people," we are 
furnished with a justification of tlie inspired 
verdict of the possibility of failure even in a 
mother's love. " Yea, they may forget; yet," adds in*, iiix. \b, 
Jehovah, "will not I forget." Thus would the 
Lord, in unspeakable condescension, carry us 
above and beyond the wide department of all 
human loves, to find the meuHV/re and the "mem' 
ner" of his love to us.* 

* An old Paritan writer remarbi on thw fnbject, ''The 
love of Chriit toward Hk own (and added thereto, tm we 

D 
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The paramount importance of the opening sen- 
timent in the above remarks, that the love of man 
to Ood is hU the reflex of the love of God to man, 
will be my justification for evolYing at so much 
length from the Scriptures the objective part of 
my subject, and folly setting forth its nature, 
" manner,'' and extent. The latter, when known 
and enjoyed, in fact, as much implies and involves 
the former as do the correlative terms father and 
8on, and master and servant, each other. It is often 

Kom.T.5. asked, whether the love of Ood said to be shed 
abroad in the heart be God's love to us or our love 

3 Cor. iT. 14. to God; so also as to the constraining love of 
Christ mentioned by PauL But as 

'' It is not aU of life to live, 
Nor all of death to die," 

so it may be predicated that 

It is not all of lave to lave, 

r^arding love as subjectively wrought in us as a 
fruit of the Spirit. Blessed indeed it is ^ love. 

Eph. Ti. 34. '* Grace be with all them that love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity," and awftd the woe to him 

icor.xvi.33. who lovcs Him not. "If any man love not the 

haTo seen, also the loTe of the Father to us in Him) is 
matchless, and can be resembled by no love on earth ; but 
is like the Father's love to Him as being eternal, sincere, 
and intimate, incomprehensible, infinite, and unchangeable 
as is the other.** 
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Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathemu Maran- 
atJia" "Exceeding great and precious promises" 
appertain to those who are animated by this love. 
Such are the *' called according to God's purposa" 
"All things work together for good to them that »<»»•▼»"•». 
love God:" theirs is heirship to the kingdom, Jas. u. 5. 
theirs "the crown of life" "the crown of rigJUeaiis- 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
n£ss," "the crown of glory"* All-important there- 1 pet y. 4. 
fore it must be, that to the searching question, 
"Zovest thou me?" we should, with the seat of our 
inmost affections laid baie before the scrutinizing 
gaze of the divine interrogator, be able to say, 
"Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest^®^*^-i*» 
that I love thee." But let it be solemnly noted, 
that a previous question must be satisfactorily 
resolved by us, or Simon's reply can never be 
ours — "Do I know thcU I am lovedt loVed as God 
tells me sinners must be, in the person and work 
of his Son ?" The Lord had "turned and looked 
upon" Peter ; and the voice of forgiving love had 
spoken in the eye of Jesus, and had placed the 
bitter tear of repentance on that of Peter, which, 

* Though t?i€ love mentioned as belonging to those des- 
tined to wear the two first crowns is not in this passage of 
Peter expressly stated respecting those to whom the crown 
of glory is promised, yet it is fully implied in John xxi. 15, 
where love to JetuB is, in the Lord's words addressed to 
the same apostle, made an indiBpelisable pre-requisite to 
\hQ feeding of the flock alluded to also in this passage. 

D 2 
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too, had its voice, to find its utterance in terms of 
responsive, grateful, and adoring love. Let the 
poor prodigal, in the rags of the "far country," 
but espy the outstretched arms of a compassion- 
ating Father, or, much more, realize His embrace 
of love, with its assuring kiss, then will vanish 
all thought of a hired servant's reception. " Not 
worthy," he feels himself, to be called His son; 
but the blessed fact is placed beyond all doubt. 
The threshold of his Father's house has been 
crossed; "the best robe" is now on him; the 
"ring on his hand and shoes on his feet;" the 
table with "the fatted calf;" the feast and mutual 
merriment; — all, all tell him that he is indeed a 
son, a son that "was dead and is alive again." 
And who can doubt the after service of love which 

Luke XV. was the response to such manifested love as this ? 

iJohniii.i6. Let US ouly "perccivc the love" which has 
been the handmaid of infinite wisdom, in eflfec- 

P8.xxv.io. tuating its mighty plan, that "Mercy and Truth" 
should " meet together," and " Eighteousness and 
Peace kiss each other;" that there should be an 
harmonious blending of all the attributes of God, 
in the adoption into His famUy of guilty, pol- 

Eph,ii.3. luted, hell - deserving sinners, "by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others;" let us but 
realize to ourselves that there is blessed truth in 
the statement of Scripture, that by simple faith 
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in the incarnate embodiment of His love, we be- 
come the children of God ; let the Holy Spirit, 
whose objective witness we have in the Word, 
that, "To as many as received him, to them gave Johni. 12. 
he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe in his name," bring us Sfub- 
jedively under His new creating influences, be- 
getting within us the faith which believes this 
truth, and which appropriates the Christ pre- 
sented in it; then is it witnessed to our spirits, 
that "we are the children of God," enabling us 
to address Him as "Abba Father." Kom.viii.15, 

"If God were your Father," says Jesus, "ye Joimviii.42. 
would love me." And wherefore ? Because the lips 
which spake these words could also proclaim, "I Johnxiv.e. 
am the way; NO man cometh unto the Father 
BUT BY ME." " Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest," 
is an invitation often quoted, without its imme- 
diately following or preceding context ; and thus 
the teaching character of the gracious inviter, and 
the great lesson to be taught, as set forth in the 
passage, are lost sight of. "Learn of me," are 
words which bring us to the feet of Jesus, like 
Mary, to hear His word; and that word is the • 
weighty and blessed truth under consideration : 
" No man knoweth the Father save the Son, and Matt. xi. 27- 

29. 

he to toho7)isoever the Son will reveal him . . Come 
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onto me . . Leabn of mk" This was the very 
johsLM. essence of die Messiah's missioiL ''No man hath 
seen God at any time; the only-b^otten S(m, 
which is in the bosom of the Yathssl, he hath 
declared Hiit'' Here is the resting-place of fidth. 
Here it finds the promised ''rest" of the passage 
just quoted — ^in the bosom of the Fathsb's lova 
After the transactions of Calvaiy (to which 
attention has been so folly directed) had ter- 
minated, and the Lord Jesus could stand forth as 
^^*2**J''^ the represerUative Son in resurrection, "the first- 
xiu,si-f 7, begotten of the dead," "the first-bom among 

John xz. 

17, BcT.Lmany brethren/' we find that, though all His 
30. ' ' disciples had been ashamed of Him in His hour 
of need. He is not ashamed of His brethren ; and 
as the closing act of His life had been one of 
chwracteristic homage to all that was "written 
concerning Him," when, knowing that all things 
" were accomplished," in order that one remaining 

John ii«. 28. Scripture might be fulfilled, He saith, "I thirst," 
so in the risen Saviour we may see the same 
reverence for, and devout oreference to, the written 
word. "/ ivUl declare thy name unto my brethren" 
was a prophecy concerning Him, which His loving 
heart hastens to fulfil the very moment that He 
loaves behind Hun the grave-clothes and the 

John XX. 17. tomb. " Go to MY BRETHREN, and say unto them, 
1 ascend unto my Father and your Father:" 
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His Father in resurrection, our Father as " be- i Pet i. s. 
gotten again ht/ the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead." Thus, as the lips of a woman, 
into whom Satan had entered, first brought sin 
and death to her husband, so a woman, out of 
whom "seven devils had been cast,** bears fix)m 
the lips of the risen Bridegroom, for the comfort 
of His Church— His Bride— in aU ages, the an- 
nouncement of the blessed fact, that 'the faiker- 
hood of Gk)d was for ever established in the 
hroOurhood of Jesus. Self-evident, then, must be 
the proposition of our blessed Lord alluded to: 
" If Gkd were your Fathek, ye would love mie!** 

If we thus love Jesus, let Him tell, in His own 
wondrous language, the glorious issues of such 
love: "If ye love me, keep my commandmenifcs, • 
and I will pray the Father, and he shaU give you 
another Comforter, and he shall abide with you 

for ever He shall be in you.*' Again: "He 

that loveth me shall be loved of my Father; and 
/ will love him, and manifest myself to him.** 
And again, on a question as to this manifesta- 
tion, " If a man love me, he will keep my words ; J<*n3dT.i4, 

, w» i^» w» 

and MY Father will love him, and WE will come 

unto him, and make our abode with him.** 

The realized influential inabiding of the Father, 
Son, and Spirit in the heart is thus made to 
result from the entwining of its loyal affection^ 
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around Him, whom we have traced into eternity 
as, by anticipation, having His " delights with the 
John xffi. 1. sons of men ;" whom, loving His own unto the 
end, we have followed through all the stages of 
His abode on earth, from the cradle onward, per- 
severing on the pathway of obedience until, on 
Calvary, .that obedience was consummated, and 
the Father's ultimate end, as concerned Himself 
and His Church in Him, had been attained, when 
He could say of all that He was to do and suffer, 

Johnxix.80. a J^ ^3 finished." 

Now, and not till now, was there opened a 
channel of Jioliness and rigJUeovsness, through 
which MERCY, in the yearnings of pitying love, 
could reach us, so as to meet our need and 
remedy our ruin, 
johnxvii. On tuming to our Lord's concluding interces- 
sory prayer, as likely to minister appropriate 
thought on the subject in hand, it would appear 
that the variations in the three titles given to 
Him whom He addresses may throw light there- 
upon. When speaking more immediately of His 
own glory, and the result of His personal ministry 
to His chosen ones, and when formally presenting 
them as the objects of His prayer, the appellation 
is simply that of "Father;" but when the mar- 
vels of His grace, in His thoughts of love towards 
them, are to be unfolded in such full and blessed 
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detail, when the sanctification of His people is to 
be brought out through the previous sanctification 
of Himself, the mystery of union propoimded — 
the Father in Him, and He in the Father, that 
His people might be one in them. He in them, 
and the Father in Him, that they might be made 
perfect in one ; and again, by a necessary law of 
grace, the glory appertaining to Him as the Head, 
belonging to them as the itiembers; and all this 
made traceable to the fact, that the Father had 
loved them as He had loved Him — with all this 
"travail of His soul" and resulting satisfaction, 
as " the joy which was set before him," the endu- 
rance of the cross must needs object itself to His 
view; the cup of Grethsemane and the averted 
coimtenance of His God on Calvary — ^the pleasure 
of the Lord "to bruise him" — must be realized, 
as to be encountered by Him, ere " the pleasure of 
the Lord," in securing for His people such glorious 
privileges, could "prosper in his hand." Theiaa.iiii 
language of the men of Bethshemesh may well 
express the feelings of "the Man of sorrows," 
when thus about to take the realized "chastise- 
ment" of His people's "peace upon Him" — "Who i8am.vi.20. 
is able to stand before this holy Lord God ?" 

This long concatenation of privilege and bless- 
ing is, in a marked manner, it would appear, pur- 
posely linked with the holiness and righteammss 
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of God. "Holy Father" ushers in, from the 
Lord's lips, this wondrous passage, as Bighteous 

Hoseazi. 8. FATHER coHcludes it '' How shall I give thee up, 
Ephraim ? How shall I deliver thee, Israel ? How ' 
shall I set thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned 
within me; my repentdngs are kindled togetiier." 
One is tempted here to exclaim. Behold the jier- 
plexity of Love! Where and how is it to be 
resolved? Look to Calvary, and there contem- 
plate what may be termed the ingewmty of Love, 
in that combined harmonious action thereof witihi - 
Justice, which we have been contemplating, as 
there displayed. The "heart" mentioned here is 
that of Him who could say, with the cross folly 

Luke »i. 50. in view, "I have a baptism to be baptized with, 
and how am I straitened till it be accomplished ?^ 
The heart turned inwards, with its kindled repent- 

Jot. XX. 9. ings, must find vent outwards. Love, as a burning 
fire, shut up in the bones, is weary with forbear- 
ing, and cannot stay ; it must speak, and when it 
does, in language of grace and mercy, to cheer 
the heart of sinners, let us note, in the answer to ' 
the pathetic queries of this passage, how great a 

H<M.xi.9. prominence is given to the holiness of (Jod. "I, 
THE Holy One iu the midst of thee, will not 
execute the fierceness of mine anger; I will not 
return to destroy Ephraim : for I am Gk)d, and 
not man" — "/ am God and man'* might also be 
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added, as the glorious fact, which we have seen to 
be the warrant of Love to act in a world of sin, 
while Justice sits by, endorsing all with the smile 
of its entire approval! Thus "Israel wbs notjer.u.5. 
forsaken, nor Judah, of his God, of the Lord of 
hosts ; though their land was filled with sin 
against the Holy One of Israel." 

The covenant of mercy and truth with David, 
or rather with the Son of David, was verified on 
the oath of God's holiness, and it has been well 
remarked on the words, — "I have sworn in my 
holiness" — that this attribtUe is engaged in every 
promise. We may now, in this view, understand 
how, in Psalm ciii., the removal of "our trans- 
gressions from us," " as far as the east is from the 
west," is in immediate context with mercy ex- 
tended toward us, great as is the height of heaven 
above us, yea, the experience of continuously for" 
giving, healing, redeeming, crowning, satisfying, 
mercy, and the yearning pity of paternal love.* 

♦ The " tender merciea*^ of the fourth, God's mercifulneu 
of the eighth, and the Fatker*a pity of the thirteenth verse, 
are expressed by the same word in Hebrew, as is also 
woman's ^^compamon^* on the son of her womb. (Isaiah xlix. 
15.) The same Hebrew word expresses also the yearning 
^^botoels'* of "the woman whose the living child was," as 
she stood before the judgment seat of Solomon (1 Kings 
iii. 26) ; and the " bowels " of Joseph, which '' did yearn 
upon his brother Benjamin.** (Qen. xliii. 30.) We thus find 
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The attributes of holiness and righteousness are 
made to form an integral part in the melody of 

Hebrew. iMs incomparable song of praise — "Bless the Lord, 
my sold, and all that is within me bless the 
Tiame of his holiness** — " His righteousness is unto 
children's children." 

ciom.i8a.vi. How Strikingly, in the vision of Isaiah (which 
S. 41.° ^^^ JjovA. interprets as the exhibition of His own 
glory), do we see the awe engendered by the view 
of infinite holiness at once relieved by the appli- 
cation of the "live coal from off the altar" to 
those lips which had just confessed their own 
uncleanness, and which, "iniquity" being "taken 
away" and "sin purged," become the fit vehicle 
to convey to " Judah and Jerusalem" the warning 
denunciations, and the gracious promises of the 
thrice Holy One. 

Psalm u. Finally we may notice the royal penitent, not 
only with his aggravated sin ever before him, but 
the vile original to which he traced it vividly 
present to his view, anticipating the return of 
"joy and gladness" to his "broken spirit" and 
"contrite heart," through the operation of the 
renewing, restoring, upholding " lovingkindness and 
tender mercies" of the God of his salvation. 

Hebrew. "Take not from me the Spirit of thy holiness'* 

the word in question used to exemplify paternaly niaternaly 
and fratermd love. 
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is his plea, and, in juxtaposition with his 
own "blood guiltiness," righteousness is the attri- 
bute which he selects to be the special subject 
matter of his loud song of praise for deliverance 
therefrom. This psalm, with its unmistakable 
reference to atoning blood, in the light thrown 
upon it in the latter part of Eomans iii., will be 
found to supply materials to fill up the mighty- 
chasm between the penitent's .confessed sin of 
nature and life, and the two divine attributes in 
question. 

"He that justifieth the wicked, and he thati^vxv.is. 
condemneth the just, even they both are abomina- 
tion to the Lord." On the wondrous platform of 
redemption, God stands forth as doing both the 
one and the other. The intervention of the cross 
causes that to be not only grace but glory in 
Jehovah, which would be " abomination" if trans- 
acted among men. God *'jvstifieth the ungodly" -Rom. tv.s. 
simply and solely on the groimdof His having 
condemned the just He has done the latter in the 
person of His Son, of Him who is presented to 
us as " that Just One," the " Holy One and the *Acts m. u, 
Just," who "suffered for sins, the just for the un- ™ierm! 
just." ^^' 

Only in view of the transactions of Calvary, 
whether seen by David, obscurely, it may be, 
through Levitical ordinances, or more clearly in 
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the full blaze of New Testament revelation ; only 
in the light of the death of the Son of man, who 
was the Son of God, not as a martyr, sealing 
with his blood the trutti of what He taught, but 
as the Surety and Bepresentative of His people, 
bearing in His own divine person the penalty due 
to the breach of the law of a holy and rigJUeoiis 
God; only as our faith apprehends and appro- 
priates such a provision as this, can we under- 
stand how God can be "just, and the justifier of 
the ungodly" who believe in Jesus. On the 
ground alone of the truth set forth on the title- 
page of this treatise, and so abundantly estab- 
lished throughout its pages, could be eflfected, 
consistently with the character of Jehovah, — the 
opening of a channel of holiness and righteousness, 
through which the yearnings of redeeming love 
could reach, so as to meet the deep need of the 
sin-stricken, ruined, and lost family of Adam, 



Love bridged the vast abyss 

Which severed earth from Heaven ; 
LoYE left its native home of bUss, 
Came to a guilty world like this, 
To speak to rebel -man of peace, 

And tell of sin forgiven. 
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Lost man it doth behove 

To greet the heavenly Stranger : 
With lightning speed behold Him move ; 
Admire that reach — ^that plunge of Lotb 
From Heaven's exalted throne above 

To Bethlehem's lowly manger! 

As loud as sinners can. 

Let them, from heU exempted, 
Proclaim how Grace devised a plan 
Which leaves no space 'tween God and man ; 
How Love essayed the chasm to span, 

And did what it attempted ! 

My soul, adore this grace, 

Kot only grace, but glory ! 
Taking at Jesus' feet thy place, 
The lines of both united trace, 
Keflected from Emmanuel's face. 

And read Eedemption'.s story ! 

What mean these notes of mirth, 

Of sacred mirth and gladness ? 
They sing the Babe of Bethlehem's birth ; 
They teU that Love hath reached our earth. 
Bringing a boon of matchless worth. 

To give man joy for sadness. 

Of "peace, goodwill," I hear. 

To fallen man extended ; 
But other words first reach the ear. 
Which tell that Love's blest mission here 
Did not with justice interfere— 

Man's peace, God's glory, blended ! 
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Love ne'er had left the sky, 

Justice had barred Heaven's portals, 
"Were not a means devised whereby 
Law's outraged claims to satisfy. 
And glory give to God on high, 
While Mercy came to mortals ! 

Love did the task assume. 

Personified in Jesus, 
Incarnate came from Mary's womb. 
Lived, died, and rose from Joseph's tomb, 
To free us from the Law's dread doom : 

Yes, Love Incabnate frees us ! 

Love thus redemption wrought. 
Love thus procured our pardon ; 

Glad tidings now to man are brought, 

Pardon by Love from Justice bought ; 

The price — (transcending human thought!) 
The Cross reached through the Garden. 
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